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Social media throws up new
challenges for PR professionals

. Trisune NEws Seavice

SHiMLs, APRIL 21
Wilh the social media fast
usurping the domain of the
traditional print and electron-
¢ media, the job of public
relation (PR) professionals
is becoming more challeng-
ing with cach passing day.
This was the gist of the
views expressed by speakers
at a discussion on “Emerg-
ing Importance of Social
Media: Public Relations
Perspective” organised by
the state chapter of the Pub-
lic Relations Society of

India (PRSI) here today.

Veteran  journalist PC
Lohumi presided over the
evenl,  Senior Journalist
Ravinder Makhaik intro-
duced the subject and pre-
sented the overall cmerging
scenario in detail,

Lohumi said the social
medin was a double-edzed
weapon with both positive
and- negative impacts and
the elfective strategies had
to be put in place to harness
its vast potential in a con-
structive manner for the
benefit of society.

Themnlnwdmhasm-
gered off an
explosion” and it is bound to

- was.

“information  vulnerab

become a mainsiream media
in the near fulure because of
its speed and wider reach. It
is equally important for the
PR practitioners and for
making its best use, they
must do regular and proper
processing of information
with accuracy,” he added.
Makhaik said the social
media had an impact on the
traditional media. Many
media houses had been
forced to close down their
print versions and go online.
It posed ablg challenge as it
and, thus,
‘and disseminale unnecessary

information in various forms.
He alsounderlined the nead
for 4 mechanism to regulate
the social media.
Earlier, Chairman of the
State Chaptcr of the PRSI,
BD Shamma, in his introduc-

tory remarks, said the social

media posed challenges and
also provided new opporiu-
nities o the PR profession-
als. They would ‘have to
remain alert all the time and

respond instantly by provid-

Aing authentic information,




